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Abstracts

Forging a Shared Future for the Shanghai Cooperation Organization:
Vision, Progress and Ways Forward

CHEN Xiaoding & LIU Shurong

Since the proposal of building a Shanghai Cooperation Organization (SCO) community
of shared future, China has elaborated on its essential meaning and promoted its
substantial progress in shared values, collective security, common interests, and
mutual understanding. With the intensifying polarization of world politics, the external
environment of the SCO’s development has become more complicated. Strategic
coordination and policy communication within the organization have also encountered
more difficulties. Moreover, the SCO’s potential for political, security, economic, and
cultural cooperation is far from being fully explored. As the rotating presidency of the
SCO for 2024-2025, China should continue to uphold the Shanghai Spirit, strengthen
political mutual trust to consolidate the foundation for cooperation, forge closer ties
of common interests with deeper practical collaboration, and enhance mutual learning
among civilizations to raise the consensus on cooperation. All these moves will contribute

to expanding the development space for the SCO community of shared future.
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Advancing the Vision of a Community with a Shared Future in the
South China Sea: Practical Foundations and Pathways

ZHANG lJie

The implementation of the concept of a community with a shared future in the South
China Sea represents a concrete practice for building a community with a shared
future for mankind, a maritime community with a shared future, and a neighborhood
community with a shared future. The historical and cultural links as well as the common
regional practices between China and Southeast Asian countries demonstrate the
feasibility of advancing the dual objectives of maintaining stability in the South China
Sea and promoting regional cooperation. Maritime cooperation between China and other
South China Sea claimant states has also accumulated experience and strengthened the
foundation of mutual benefits. In the future, China should collaborate with Southeast
Asian countries under the conceptual guidance of building a community with a shared
future for mankind. Relevant measures would include: prioritizing the Code of Conduct
in the South China Sea (COC) negotiations and advancing joint development; practicing
a regional governance model that features extensive consultation, joint contribution, and
shared benefits; facilitating the implementation of the Three Global Initiatives in the
South China Sea; and leveraging the platform of the 21st Century Maritime Silk Road. By
so doing, it is expected that China and other South China Sea claimant states will achieve
harmonious coexistence and mutual benefits, and steadily progress toward the goal of a

community with a shared future in the South China Sea.
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Understanding the Transition Period: Patterns and China’s Approach

WANG Fan

The concept of transition period not only describes the current state of international
relations but also profoundly encapsulates the essential characteristics of contemporary
global dynamics. The notion is central to understanding the political and economic
relations among countries in the era of globalization and a multipolar world, with its
connotations now deeper than ever before. Adjustments in the international power
structure, shifts in the international distribution of interests, the complex evolution of
global order, and the acceleration of intertwined crises and transformations are some of
the common characteristics of historical transition periods. The current transition period
amid profound changes unseen in a century will bring about systemic transformations with
broader and more disruptive impacts, accompanied by heightened uncertainties. These

dynamics will also catalyze new ideas and models for the global governance system.

Regional Resilience and China’s Participation in Global Governance

CHEN Zhirui & SHAN Xiulei

As the contemporary world enters a new period of turbulence and transformation, it
has become a central objective and critical agenda for China to effectively maintain
global security and ensure sustainable development when it actively engages in
reforming and advancing the global governance system. However, due to intensified

major-power competition, rising regional security risks, and increasingly prominent
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global issues, global governance is regressing rather than progressing, and is facing
multiple crises. Restoring global governance not only calls for global consensus,
international cooperation, and coordination among major powers, but also urgently
requires strengthening regional resilience, consolidating the regional foundations of
global governance, and reconstructing its structure and network. As an endogenous
driving force for development, regional resilience has become a crucial perspective
for re-examining contemporary global governance models and addressing global
transformations. Strengthening regional resilience will provide essential support for
multi-dimensional and multi-level cooperation in global governance, while making
global governance more localized and diversified. This is the inevitable direction for
China’s participation in global governance. Specifically, fostering regional identity,
promoting the institutionalization of regional cooperation, safeguarding regional
security, and enhancing regional strategic autonomy constitute the main pathways

through which China contributes to strengthening regional resilience.

European Strategic Autonomy and Its Implications for US Policy
towards China

YAN Shaohua

The European Union is a key third party in the competition between the United States
and China. The European pursuit of strategic autonomy has to address the US-China
competition head-on, but it will also shape the dynamics of this rivalry. Conceptually

and practically, European strategic autonomy is undergoing a transition from “passive
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autonomy” to “active autonomy.” This shift not only implies that the EU’s policy
towards China may maintain relative independence, but also suggests it could
conversely shape the US perceptions and policies towards China. However, Europe’s
defense dependence on the US, a rightward shift in European politics, the weakening
of Franco-German leadership, and the uncertainty associated with Donald Trump’s
return to presidency in the US could pose constraints on this shift in European strategic
autonomy. From the strategic perspective of preventing a “new Cold War,” China
should recognize the crucial role of Europe in the US-China competition and actively
seek to expand the endogenous momentum of China-EU relations amidst Europe’s

ongoing transition in strategic autonomy.

The EU’s Pursuit of Rules-Based Leadership in Al Regulation: Perceptions
and Pathways

XING Yajie & LI Dancheng

Global digital competition is prominently characterized by major powers or alliances
of nations vying for digital leadership. In the digital age, leading countries or nation
blocs are engaging in competition over two types of leadership: technology-based
and rules-based leadership. Based on a comprehensive assessment of maintaining
digital sovereignty and preventing competitors from gaining advantage, as well as
an evaluation of its own strengths and weaknesses, the European Union regards
establishing rules-based regulatory leadership as a core strategic goal, and positions

itself as a pioneer in creating regulatory frameworks. To build a demonstrative model
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for Al regulation, the EU continuously promotes the role of human-centered ethics, and
actively integrates such ethics into practical operations by endowing them with both
initiative and binding force. As a result, it has constructed a regulatory framework that
combines hard and soft constraints and is characterized by clearly defined technological
risk levels, comprehensive supporting regulatory measures, and a balance between risk
prevention and technological innovation. The EU’s attempt represents a compromise
between ideals and reality, and helps enhance its influence in Al regulation and rules-
making. It also empowers global Al governance to a certain extent. However, the EU’s
approach has increased the burden on enterprises both within and outside its borders,
and intensified the global competition over Al regulatory standards. Moreover, the
prospects for the EU’s ambitions remain highly uncertain due to constraints from
the broader international landscape, escalating competition among stakeholders, the
continual emergence of structural challenges in global Al governance, and inherent

flaws within the EU policy itself.
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